
Cleaner Air Oregon: 

STATE AGENCY ACTIONS DURING REGULATORY OVERHAUL

During the course of the Cleaner Air Oregon regulatory reform process, environmental scientists and health experts at state 

agencies will continue to take action to protect the health of Oregonians from industrial emissions, while listening to public input 

and drafting new regulations. 

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) will partner on statewide efforts to 

protect health safety, address emerging air quality issues in communities across Oregon and support Portland residents 

who live near glass manufacturers. 

STATEWIDE ACTIONS TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH AND AIR QUALITY

ACTIONS TO ADDRESS EMERGING AIR QUALITY ISSUES

DEQ EFFORTS OHA EFFORTS

Establish temporary rules for art glass manufacturers: 
The Environmental Quality Commission will consider new 
temporary rules to reduce metals emissions from small 
colored art glass manufacturing facilities in Portland. 

These facilities have historically used cadmium, arsenic, 
chromium, and other metals in their production. The 
temporary rules would restrict the use of the metals and 
require emissions control technology to be installed.

Healthy Places Oregon: OHA will evaluate environmental 
factors that affect the health of people, families and their 
surrounding neighborhoods in communities across Oregon. 
Under this initiative, OHA will:
•	 Conduct health assessments in 5-10 communities
•	 Identify highest priority health issues and environmental 

pollutants affecting health safety.
•	 Provide information to state and local policy makers on 

strategies to improve individual and community health. 
Using a protocol developed by the federal Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), OHA health experts will collaborate 
with the public, local health officials and other partners 
to identify neighborhoods at greatest risk and prioritize 
solutions. (This initiative is funding-dependent.)

DEQ EFFORTS OHA EFFORTS

Expand moss data collection and analysis: DEQ will 
partner with the US Forest Service (USFS) to use moss 
monitoring as a cost effective way to screen for certain 
industrial air toxics in communities across the state.  
The resulting pollutant maps would allow DEQ to zero in 
on pollutant hot spots quickly, enabling the agency to follow 
up with further analysis and work with businesses to reduce 
health risk from air toxics of unhealthy air pollutants and 
work with businesses to reduce health risk from air toxics.

Analyze air quality data to determine health effects: 
OHA health experts will review DEQ air sampling data 
in relation to health-based benchmarks. We will inform 
the community about potential short-term and long-term 
effects, and advise DEQ on any additional environmental 
sampling needs.
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DEQ EFFORTS OHA EFFORTS

Based on moss data, DEQ plans to set up a single 
monitor for a month at additional locations to evaluate 
concentrations of metals and other emissions. 

A list of verified “hot spots” and a timeline for setting up 
monitoring equipment will be posted on DEQ’s website.

Monitor air quality: DEQ is setting up multiple air 
monitors around potential sources of air pollutants at 
different locations in the state. This added air monitoring 
capacity is made possible by the legislature’s recent 
appropriation of $2.5 million, as requested by Governor 
Brown. Currently: 
•	 Three monitors are being set up around the nickel “hot 

spot” in southeast Portland. 
•	 Two additional full air toxics monitoring units will be deployed 

near the nickel “hot spot” in Portland and in Gresham.

Community health assessments: If OHA’s preliminary 
screening indicates need for more in-depth investigation, 
OHA will partner with affected communities and conduct 
a health assessment to analyze and address health safety 
challenges facing residents. These assessments would 
be produced as part of OHA’s Healthy Places Oregon 
initiative.

SUPPORT PORTLAND RESIDENTS NEAR GLASS MANUFACTURERS

DEQ EFFORTS OHA EFFORTS

Monitor air quality: DEQ continues to monitor air quality 
near Portland glass companies.
•	 Currently, eight metals monitors are operating around art 

glass manufacturing facilities in Portland.
•	 Monitoring will continue indefinitely to assess exposure 

levels for the surrounding community.
Enforce emission control requirements: DEQ has 
determined that art glass companies are subject to EPA 
requirements to install emission controls on continuously 
operating furnaces that process metals. We are defining 
requirements to bring the companies into compliance with 
federal regulations. DEQ will take appropriate action to 
enforce the requirements within the timeframes defined  
by EPA.

Review air monitoring data to determine  
health effects: OHA health experts will continue to 
evaluate emissions data collected by DEQ, to assess potential 
short-term health effects and keep the community informed.
•	 Take action to address short-term threats:  

If concentrations of metals in the air rise to levels that 
would pose an imminent or substantial health threat, 
OHA will exercise emergency health powers to respond.

Public health impact assessments: In the coming months, 
OHA will complete a comprehensive analysis of long-term 
health effects for neighbors living, working, and learning 
near Portland glass makers. The purpose of the study is to 
inform the community about the potential health impacts 
they face as a result of long-term exposure.
•	 Comprehensive public health assessments (PHAs) will 

incorporate all available air and soil data. 
•	 Separate assessments will be conducted for the 

neighborhoods near Bullseye Glass and Uroboros Glass. 
•	 The studies will be released for public comment in late  

fall 2016. 

Helping people obtain lab tests: OHA now requires labs 
to report all positive urine tests for cadmium in Oregon. 
Local public health officials will follow up with patients. For 
Oregon residents who live, work, or go to school or day care 
within one-half mile of Bullseye Glass Company or Uroboros 
Glass, OHA will cover the cost of urine cadmium testing. 
The studies will be release for public comment in Fall 2016.
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